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Well the story of the week was SCO filing a suit against IBM alleging it used SCO intellectual property in its work on Linux. I suppose it was inevitable. SCO, previously Caldera, was unable to cut the ice in the free/open source movement. It's Linux distribution was not particularly well received, and it has been losing money continuously in its present incarnation. Intellectual property suits are the last recourse of incompetents and scoundrels. As one analyst put it, 'It's a fairly end-of-life move for the stockholders and managers of that company. Really what beat SCO is not problems with what IBM did; it's what the market decided. This is a way of salvaging value out of the SCO franchise they can't get by winning the marketplace." More info, and urls, in the shorts section.


Updates:

The Business Software Alliance (BSA) has apologised, after a fashion, for sending threatening letters to Munster University for distributing the open source program OpenOffice. The writer of the letter promised to 'try' to fix her mad search bots so that in future the BSA doesn't harass perfectly legitimate distributors of free software. Meanwhile, the OpenOffice people are asking around in an effort to find out how many other companies got BSA nasty-grams.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/4/29622.html

Printer maker Lexmark, has used of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) to stop makers of generic toner cartridges from selling cheap versions for Lexmark printers. In a new twist they are now the subject of an anti-trust suit. DMCA victims Static Control Components (SCC) filed the suit right at the end of last month. SCC's plaint is that 'Lexmark has unlawfully attempted to monopolise and has monopolised that market for remanufactured cartridges that go into their printers.' If Lexmark lose this one they could be facing a damages payout of somewhere in the region of $100 million US. And there are wider implications for the whole structure of the printer market's business model. More info on these two cases as they go through the courts.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/53/29569.html

Some time ago I reported that Microsoft has sued Linux and open source distributor Lindows over Microsoft's trade marking of the word 'Windows'. Things, which haven't been going all that well for Microsoft, took a turn for the worse when the judge ordered Microsoft to turn over all its documentation from the Microsoft/Apple case in 1988. At that time, Microsoft successfully defended themselves from allegations that Windows had been swiped from the Mac. Most of you are too young to remember this case, however the url gives a bit of the background. Since Microsoft will be handing over something in the region of 300 boxes of documents, the trial has been put back from April to December. If anything interesting emerges in between, or the judge allows the documents to be made public, I'll keep you informed.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/4/29576.html


Shorts:

The open source community is up in arms over a suit filed by SCO (aka Caldera) against IBM claiming that IBM misappropriated SCO's Unix technology and built it into Linux. Unix was invented over 30 years ago at AT&T's Bell Labs. Much of the supporting scaffold came from programs and utilities donated by programmers in its early years. Eventually AT&T sold it to Novell Networks (remember Novell?) and they in turn sold it to SCO. SCO was bought be Caldera, but last year changed its name to SCO (which, incidentally stands for Santa Cruz Operation). The good news is that SCO picked an organisation well able to afford to fight back. This one will not go away, because too much is at stake for both sides to compromise. Once the dust settles, I'll take a more in depth look at what's going on.

http://cl.com.com/Click?q=91-EZnpQAzgcfHna6izMG7zVERmnRcR
http://go.hotwired.com/news/infostructure/0,1377,57955,00.html/wn_ascii

Just because you are paranoid it doesn't mean to say they're not spying on you! Great news for conspiracy theorists this week when it was revealed that Windows XP sends Microsoft details not only of the Microsoft applications installed, but also details of the non-Microsoft applications. This information is encrypted, so until now it's been difficult to find out what is being sent. Now, though, a new utility called tecDUMP takes advantage of an undocumented facility in Windows to check out the data before it is encrypted. And lo and behold what did its users find when they tried it on Update? They found that that Update is sending out info on -all- the programs installed on your computer, not just the Microsoft products. Where do you want to be watched today?

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/4/29519.html

And talking of paranoia. Last week it combined with the occult to predict that something called the 'Year 2003 Bug' would stop the Internet dead in its tracks on 03-03-03. This claim circulated in a chain letter for the week or so prior to last Monday, and on the day anxious psychics refused to start their computers. Well nothing happened, of course, and the Internet carried on as normal. Coming soon, in a year and a month and a day, the 04-04-04 bug.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/6/29529.html

Talking of bugs and viruses, it's now nearly a year since Klez-H was released into the world and it's still topping the virus charts. It's now been confirmed by the anti-virus firms to be the most persistent Internet pest ever. I suppose this is as good a point as any to promulgate this month's hassling of readers to update anti-virus software, though if you took no notice last time, there's no reason to suppose you will this time. Which goes to show that the traditional anti-virus methods of relying on users to look after the security of their computers doesn't work. What will work, I'm not sure, but if anything looks promising, I'll keep you informed.

http://go.hotwired.com/news/infostructure/0,1377,57895,00.html/wn_ascii

Some of the opening shots in the battle to decide who controls the Internet were fired at a meeting in Geneva earlier this week. In one corner is ICANN, the company set up by the US Department of Commerce to oversea the .com, .net and .org domains. In the other is the International Telecommunications Union (ITU). The ITU is an international body set up 140 years by various countries in order to standardise telegram communication. Later it did the same job for telephones. In fact the only modern communications it didn't have a hand in (except the Internet) was television, which may well explain why there are three incompatible systems in use - one in the US, one in Asia, and one in Europe.

The problem is that:

a) Everybody hates ICANN - it has a nasty reputation for underhand deals.
b) No one trusts the ITU because it is seen as the spread of government control of the Internet.

However, ICANN's reputation is now so bad that people are even starting to think that the ITU might be the lesser of two evils. A third party - made up of the people who head the non-US domain registries are also involved in this, as they are currently fighting off an attempt by ICANN to take over control of their functions. I don't have the space to go into all the details, but there is a very readable introduction to the issues and a report of the meeting at the url. Make no mistake, the outcome of this battle will make a lot of different to how the Internet works.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/6/29612.html

Finally, it's not very often I report legal things approvingly, but now there's good news for mobile phone owners over on this side of the pond - that's just about everyone in UK. Mobile phone theft is rampant in Europe, because it's been so easy to change the SIM card and then start using it again. But now there is a single database containing details of all phones stolen and lost shared by all the networks. This means that once reported the phones are blocked across all the UK networks, making them worthless. Currently there are nearly half a million handsets in the database. Hopefully, this latest initiative will make mobile phones not worth stealing anymore. A well done to the mobile phone companies for once!

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/59/29571.html


Scanner - Other Stories:

AOL junks a billion e-mails to users in 24 hours - all spam?
http://www.siliconvalley.com/mld/siliconvalley/5329381.htm

Check your web browser's security
http://webtest.scanit.be/bcheck/

Internet traffic will double each year for the next five years
http://www.infoworld.com/article/03/03/06/HNnettraffic_1.html

Beaming Video at Speed of Light
http://go.hotwired.com/news/infostructure/0,1377,57860,00.html/wn_ascii

Toshiba boffins prepare laptop fuel cell
http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/54/29590.html

Feds seize Internet domain names
http://www.siliconvalley.com/mld/siliconvalley/5320801.htm
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