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As I write this, news is trickling in about the cause of the shuttle crash. 

A sad occasion indeed. 

Perhaps it would be worth asking NASA how many quality assurance people they made redundant in the last couple of years. 

One of the worst aspects of the whole thing is the fact that within hours of the crash some disgusting little creeps were trying to auction 'shuttle craft debris' on eBay. Fortunately, eBay is deleting the auctions as it finds them.

I'm afraid it's a short issue this week, not because of lack of news, but because I'm in the middle of moving everything onto a new computer. The pace of technology was highlighted for me when I realised the new computer had 25 times more -memory- than my first hard drive had disk space!


Story: Microsoft SQL Worm

Last weekend a new worm targetting Microsoft's SQL Database software was unleashed on the Internet. Its speed of propagation caused immediate problems with users worldwide experiencing delays as the worm, dubbed 'Slammer' or 'Sapphire', depending who you spoke to, sucked up bandwidth. 

According to one analysis, the worm was the fastest propagating ever to hit the Internet, taking only 10 minutes to spread world wide. In its early stages the worm was doubling in size every eight and a half seconds.

At its peak - about three minutes after it was released - it was scanning over 55 million (yes, million) IP addresses each second. It infected at least 75,000 computers.

Probably the most high profile victim was Microsoft itself, which turned out to have a whole bunch of unpatched servers. Also hit badly was Bank of America, who lost the use of 13,000 ATMs as a result of secondary problems caused by the attack.

Considering the scale of the problem, though, the Internet held up pretty well. This was mainly thanks to the sterling work done by Internet techies who worked through the night to block off the rouge packets and limit the damage. A special thanks to the staff of NacNet who kept our server links to the Internet up throughout. Thanks guys!

It's easy to criticise system administrators for not applying patches promptly, but it's not as simple as that. Most sys admins are overwhelmed with work and with patches which often introduce new bugs, causing even more work. [See the piece I wrote last year on this topic http://www.ibgames.net/alan/society/sysadmins.html.]

This time we were lucky. The question is, how much longer will our luck hold?


Shorts:

The New Scientist has discovered that European DVDs aren't copy protected. It seems that when Hollywood wrote the specs for the digital protection of DVDs, they only wrote the spec for NSTC, the standard for North American and Japanese TVs. However the rest of the world doesn't use NSTC, it uses either PAL or SECAM. There is an option for a no copy flag in the European standards, but it's not properly defined, and not mandatory. The result is that most European produced DVDs are easily copyable with off the shelf equipment.

I reported last week on SBC Communications trying to screw patent royalties out of web site owners who use static navigation bars. I'm happy to tell you that it looks like there was a lot of prior art going back to 1988, when version 2 of the Guide program for the Mac was published, and even earlier than that when the technique was widely used by Unix programmers using the curses library. In fact so widespread was it that it was in the 1986 edition of O'Reilly's 'Programming with Curses'. SBC's earliest patent wasn't applied for until 1996. I wonder if the US Patent Office would be a little more careful about what patents they granted if they had to pay the legal costs when patents were overturned?

http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/35/29123.html

AOL/Time Warner reported the mother of all losses this year - $98.7billion. This is a staggeringly large amount, a large chunk of which represents the loss in value of the AOL assets since the dot com bubble burst. To give a few comparisons, the losses caused by the attack on the World Trade towers cost about $34billion, and WorldCom, the world's largest bankruptcy, had total assets of $104billion when it went belly up. You don't even want to know how long it would take someone on the federal minimum wage of $5.15 an hour to earn $100billion.

http://go.hotwired.com/news/ebiz/0,1272,57475,00.html/wn_ascii

Multimedia messaging took a step forward in Europe this week when mobile phone operators Orange and mmO2 enabled their users to swap pictures across their networks. You've been able to send pictures on the latest generation of mobile phones (which have built in cams) for some time, but only to people on the same network as you. Now subscribers can now pass pictures across two of the four main UK operators, and Orange expect to finalise agreements with the other two (Vodafone and T-Mobile shortly. Perhaps now, the service will start to live up to some of the hype and advertising!

http://newsletter.EDTN.com/cgi-bin4/flo?y=eKal0Esuk70tH0Bq1m0AZ

Finally, if you get a letter that looks like the Nigerian 419 scam, don't just delete it immediately. Take a closer look. There is a spoof version going round purporting to come from one George Walker Bush seeking help in defraying the cost of acquiring new oil wells!


Scanner - Other Stories:

Lindows launches 'one per room' $329 mini PC
http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/54/29088.html

Sneaky Toolbar Hijacks Browsers
http://go.hotwired.com/news/infostructure/0,1377,57467,00.html/wn_ascii

Govenment snooping on the Internet to cost UK taxpayers £163;100m+ a year
http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/6/29097.html


Have fun on the web!
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